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CHARTER PERPETUAL 


q Holiday Suggestion Insurance Compan 
COPY of MuttipLtyInc Your INCOME would NORTH AMERIC A 


make a handsome and fitting Holiday present 
from any home office, manager or general agent to the PHILADELPHIA 
producing agents in the field. 

It would be appreciated by the agent not only be- 
cause of his having been remembered by his company, 
but also because of its real value to him as a life in- 
surance salesman. 

This is a gift that will prove valuable to the recip- : 
ient and profitable to the donor. Capital - - $4,000,000.00 
Assets, Jan. 1, 1916 - 20,517,190.46 | 


MULTIP LYING YOUR INCOME Surplus to Policyholders - - 9,893,344.27 
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drawn from actual experience. 


Prices: Bound in cardboard 75 cents; cloth binding 
$1.00; flexible leather binding, $1.25. 


‘*‘A North America Policy Represents the Best 
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PERFECT PROTECTION POLICY 


OF THE 


RELIANCE LIFE 


gives you something absolutely new and different to 
talk to your prospects. Gives you a chance to earn 
more money than you are now making. 

Our Life Insurance Contracts contain the most up-to- 
date clauses known to the Insurance World. The 
Accident and Health gives full protection for at least 
a third less cost than regular casualty companies. 
Our agency contracts are as liberal as can be made. 


WRITE ANDWEWILLTELL 
YOU MORE ABOUT OURSELVES. 


Reliance Life Insurance Company of P ittsburgh 


FARMERS BANK BUILDING, 
PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 








ACTNA FIRE UNDERWRITERS AGENCY} 


HARTFORD, CONN., U.S. A. 


The ,4tna Insurance Company, in re- 
sponse to a general demand for unquestioned 
indemnity’ in American Companies, offers 
the protection of its Policies to the public 
through the further medium of the Atna 
Fire Underwriters Agency. 


Applications for Agencies may be ad- 
dressed to 


ETNA FIRE UNDERWRITERS AGENCY 


Hartford, Connecticut 





Essentials of the Fire Insurance Business 
EDWARD CT cdliniiie 
(Chief Examiner, Insurance Department of Wisconsin 


In addition to much information ‘off historical interest, 
this book presents chapters on the “Inner Office Work of 
an Insurance Company;”’ “Fire Insurance Accounting” and 
the “Examination of a Fire Insurance Company,” which 
tender it of great constant value ‘to every fire insurance 
company official and accountant.’ 


Those forming new companies or intending to otherwise 
enter the fire insurance business will find this book excep- 
tionally useful. 


PRICE, bound in cloth, $2.50. 
THE SPECTATOR COMPANY 


135 WitLtiAM STREET, 
NEW YORK 


CHICAGO OFFICE: 
IN@URANCE EXCHANGE. 


Selling Agents 





GOOD TERRITORY now open in several 
WESTERN STATES. A GOOD PRODUCER and 
organizer can secure an EXCELLENT CON- 
TRACT. 


Company SECOND TO NONE in STRENGTH 
—assets to liabilities—FIFTH in SIZE—insur- 
ance in force—of all MUTUAL legal reserve com= 
panies WEST of PHILADELPHIA. Increase in 
new business to December Ist 50% above the 
same period last year, and 1915 was a good year. 


NORTHWESTERN NATIONAL 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
' MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 




















Tae have room just now for two or 

three good men—not the Million 
Dollar producer who takes it out in talk, but 
the man who can average $100,000 of per- 
sonal business, plus experience in appointing 
and working with agents. Men who become 
valuable to this Company grow in value 
to themselves. We cannot guarantee your 
success, but we will give you a real oppor- 
tunity, then it’s up to you. ould you 
like to hear about it further? 


PITTSBURGH LIFE AND TRUST CO. 


Home Office, PITTSBURGH, PA. 
HOWARD S. SUTPHEN, Vice-President and Manager of Agencies 

















NOW READY. 


Insurance Law of New York | 


The complete Insurance Law of New York as it stood‘at the © 
adjournment of the recent session of the legislature is now in shape — 
for distribution. This work comprises Chapter 28 of the Consolidated 
Laws and Chapter 33 of 1909, with all amendments of 1916, and notes 
and annotations. The work also embraces independent statutes 
relating to insurance companies, the General Corporation Law and the 
Stock Corporation Law, all thoroughly indexed. Copious notes of © 
decisions, rulings of the Insurance Department and Attorney-Generals’ 
opinions to date are given, all of which aid materially in construing 
the text of the law, and are therefore very valuable to insurance com- — 
panies and all interested in the subject. Copies of this work can be 
supplied at $3 per copy, bound in buckram. Address orders to 
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tions, covering life, fire, casualty and muiscel- 
laneous insurance, are recognized as authori- 
ties in their particular lines, and some have re- 
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Government and State Insurance Departments. 
‘The statistical and historical records of the 
various insurance companies are thus given 
wide circulation for the information of the 
public, constituting more valuable SERVICE 
to the insurance companies than that supplied 


by any other insurance journal. 
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CAPITAL STOCK INCREASE OF THE 
UNION CENTRAL 

TER a special committee of the 
National Convention of Insurance 
Commissioners had spent some months 
in considering the matter of the increase 
in the capital stock of the Union Central 
Life of Cincinnati, a divided report has 
The 


adoption of a resolution suggesting the 


been submitted. outcome is the 
enactment of a law in the several States 
prohibiting any change in the amount of 
capital of a life insurance company with- 
out the 
supervising insurance official of the home 
State. 
tee agreed to the resolution, but two of 


express authorization of the 


All the members of the commit- 
them strongly objected to the statements 


the 
leading up to the resolution. 


Central Life 
These lat- 


insurance superintendents 


reflecting on Union 
ter were the 
of New 


them now president, and the other last 


York and Connecticut, one of 


year’s president of the National Conven- 
tion of Insurance Commissioners. 

The that 
since January I, 1908, the company had 


report endeavors to show 
not made sufficient profit on its non-par- 
ticipating business to cover the stock divi- 
dend by over $250,000. Admission is 
then made that the examiners did not 
attempt to separate the accounts for the 
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years prior to 1908 and the report claims 
that the Ohio courts, in the action brought 
to restrain a previous capital increase, 
did not definitely fix the amount of stock 
profits. The report adds, without pro- 
ducing a shadow of proof, that the court 
“based that decision on assumed factors, 
which may have been wide of the mark.” 

Much stress is laid upon the point that 
it is the duty of the commissioners to 
consider whether the stock transactions 
have any standing at the “bar of morals 
and good conscience,” and this question 
is emphasized by a lengthy quotation 
from a report made to the convention 
some years ago. It is virtually admitted 
that under its charter and by-laws the 
company may make such disposition of 
its non-participating earnings as two- 
thirds of its stockholders approve of, sub- 
ject to a resolution adopting the increase 
by the directors, nor does the law of 
Ohio stand in the way. The State courts 
have decided that the previous increase 
was legal, and it certainly does not seem 
to be within the power of what is virtu- 
ally an unofficial body to go back of the 
court’s decision, especially when it fails 
to produce indisputable proof that the 
amount of the increase had not been 
earned by the company at the time the 
increase of capital was voted. 

The Union Central Life has had a 
wonderfully successful career and_ its 
policyholders have been treated as liber- 
ally and received as large returns as any 
Little, if 
any, criticism has been heard from the 


similar body in the country. 


policyholders, and the action of the com 
missioners will in all probability do noth- 
ing to disturb the equanimity with which 
they view the capable management of the 
company. 

VIGOROUS 


arguments set forth by a few so 


denunciation of the 


insurance in 


called 


favor of State insurance was made at the 


students of social 
tenth annual meeting of the Association 
of Life 
Wm. G. Curtis, president of the National 


Insurance Presidents last week. 
Casualty of Detroit, devoted special at 
tention to the proposed compulsory health 
insurance bill and showed conclusively 
the enormous burden of expense it would 
entail upon the taxpayers and the great 
army of political workers which would 
have to be employed by the State. He 
claimed that the party in power when the 
bill was enacted could perpetuate itself 
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Editorial 


by means of the political offices it would 
have to fill. Superintendent of Insurance 
Jesse I 


pression to some clear-cut, virile thoughts 


Phillips of New York gave ew 


as to the advisability of the State taking 
up any branch of insurance, either in con- 
nection with the proposed social insur- 
ance schemes or other forms now exist- 
ing. He pleaded for a continuation of 
the right of American citizens to exercise 
individual initiative and freedom of ac- 
tion subject only to proper supervision 
and control by the State. 
dresses as these it becomes evident that 
State 


l'rom such ad 


the movement toward insurance 
will be strongly opposed by thoughtful 
men and students of the democra‘ > idea 
as opposed to the autocratic. 


,. opportunity for fire insurance 
agents to not only increase their busi- 
ness, but to retain the good will of their 
customers, probably now exists in numer- 
because of the advances in 


OusS Cases 


values of commodities. It may not have 
occurred to the owners of many mercan- 
tile and manufacturing establishments to 
increase the amount of fire insurance car- 
advancing 


ried in proportion to the 


values of their stocks in trade. Thus a 
merchant whose stock was valued some 
months ago at, say, $50,000, might find, 
upon taking an inventory at present 
prices, that approximately the same sup- 
ply is worth $70,000. In the mean time, 
he may not have increased his fire insur- 
ance commensurately with the advancing 
value of his stock of goods. If his poli- 
cies contain the 80 per cent coinsurance 
clause, and he is only carrying $40,000 
of fire insurance, on the basis of present 
values he is $16,000 short of the required 
amount, and is, therefore, insuring him- 
self on any partial loss beyond $40,000 
and up to $56,000. 


HIé fire loss in Canada in November, 
according to The Monetary Times, 
was but $923,235. This is $164,000 less 
than in November, 1915, and shows a 
great improvement when compared with 
$1,524,932 and $2,200,486 of losses in 
November in 1914 and 1913, respectively. 
However, in the first eleven months of 
the current year the losses exceeded those 
in the corresponding period last year by 
about $3,000,000, so it is likely that the 
full year’s record will be unsatisfactory 
when compared with last year’s. 








Life insurance THE 
THE HOMICIDE RECORD OF AMERICAN 
CITIES FOR 1915 


In New England and the North Generally the Rate Shows 
Slight Decline, While South Shows Some Increase 


MEMPHIS AGAIN SHOWS HIGHEST RATE 





Details of Thirty-One Important Communities—Their Significance to 
Society—Relation to Life Insurance 


By FREDERICK L. HOFFMAN 


In 1892 the United States Census Bureau issued a bulletin on the homi- 
cide record of 1890, containing in elaborate detail an analysis of the 
murder record, by the late Frederick H. Wines, special agent on pauper- 
igm and crime. It is stated that, according to this investigation of June 1, 
1890, the number of prisoners in the United States charged with homicide 
was 7386, or nine per cent of the total prisoners under confinement. Since 
that year there has been no further official investigation into a subject 
which by common consent ranks first as a problem concerning the welfare 
of the American people. For insecurity of life is infinitely worse than 
insecurity of property, and while in other directions measurable progress 


Tapie I.—Morrauity From Homicipe IN THE REGISTRATION STATES OF THE UNITED STATES 






























1910-1914. 
No. or Rate PER 
STATE. PERIop. HomIcivEs. 00, 
POPULATION. 

ee ok ae seas G hae PRS DEES SO WOE CEN ERESSR SES 1910-14 $4 2.2 
ee ticchian oe HR ree erie ar CEN San eae | 1910-14 45 2.1 
NEE: iekicccpdadeae bape che pes everReee rekaee> 1910-14 46 2.6 
NOE. cb nes 6.0.6.0 50096 009000599 060.0. 69.0 1910-14 522 3.0 
OS err ie 1910-14 97 3.4 
ES EEC ETT eT ee 1910-14 197 3.4 
Baw Hagland States.......cccccccerrccccece] coovsee 991 2.9 
APOC O REY REPO CT ETT TEE TCO TOLER TE TT. 1910-14 2,393 5.0 
Ne _ Se ee Nene cess oie beeen eine See 1910-14 552 4.1 
SIOIER «0.0 00.000 00060 066009000504 00 000000065 1910-14 1,890 4.7 
PEATYIANG....0crccccccccccccvssevecscsvecosvcers 1910-14 303 4.6 
RS BR TNS ikiccccecdvaeweverel sFan0e0 5,138 4.8 
OPE PT ESTE PTET Teer er Cree ee ee et ee 1913-14 487 11.4 
OE MIRROMMR®,, 4. 55 0:0.68c 0:0:0.0000500b 9000 enene sae 1910-14 S44 17.3 
Es ogpandss sn 000en sees steed eeeerarener® 1911-14 1,204 12.9 
ETT ST SLE T TOTES TT) Meee Teer 2,035 13.1 
eS REW ODER AD ATO RR CHa TORT ON SERS 1910-14 1,351 5.5 
? ae an eaiaeanlasaeetne aati caease4: 1910-14 bo sae 

ichi See eeheRettsaueseoee been eseenerdnas 1910-14 3. 
Cooma. FcR GSeuebiaeaseetescesbesenwesvesetees 1910-14 286 2.4 
innesota 1910-14 375 3.5 
sNiewen 3,171 4.2 
1911-14 1,206 9.0 
1914 109 6.1 
pease 1,315 8.7 
1910-14 249 12.3 
1910-14 521 12.2 
1910-14 151 7.6 
1910-14 457 7.1 
1910-14 1,554 12.1 
See 2,932 10.6 
1912-15 81 12.2 














*Includes municipalities having 1,000 inhabitants, or over, in 1910. 
has been made in the United States, in the direction of the security of 
the person there has been decided retrogression. It is difficult to under- 
stand the apathy on the part of the United States Government and the 
American people towards a problem which reflects most seriously upon 
our attained degree of genuine civilization; for as the records show the 
tendency to murder if not decidedly on the increase has certainly reached 
lamentable proportions, with no indications of a return to an earlier 
condition when murder was more rare and drastic punishment more 
certain. There is available in this connection a census return for Jan- 
uary 1, 1910, according to which out of 136,472 prisoners and juvenile 
delinquents 6904 were convicted for first degree homicide and 7412 for 
second degree homicide, or 14,316 combined, or 10.5 per cent. On the basis 
of the 1910 population the number of murderers under confinement was 
‘ therefore 156 per million as against 117 per million for 1890, or 20 years 
ago. The murder record of the United States, and with particular 
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reference to American cities, is apparently most trustworthy when 
arrived at by means of an analysis of the official mortality returns, 
There is obviously quite a difference between the number of persons 
murdered and the number of persons convicted of homicide in the first 
or second degree, or permitted to go free on some legal technicality. The 
most trutsworthy mortality data are those of the Division of Vita] 
Statistics of the United States Census, which have reference to the regis- 
tration area, which includes approximately two-thirds of the total popu- 
lation, but which excludes, unfortunately, practically the entire rura] 
South, which, for the present purpose, is of exceptional importance, 
Combining the returns for the only three Southern States for which the 
data are sufficiently trustworthy, it appears that the mortality from 
homicide was 13.1 per 100,000 for Virginia, North Carolina and Kentucky, 


against only 2.9 for the New England States, and 4.8 for New York; 


New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Maryland, combined. For the five North 
Central States, or Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin and Minnesota, the 
rate was 4.2, but for the two South Central States, Missouri and Kansas, 
the rate was 8.7. In marked contrast is the rate for the five Western 
States, Montana, Colorado, Utah, Washington and California, or 10.6, while 
for Hawaii the rate is 12.2. All of these rates, with unimportant ex- 
ceptions, are for the five-year period ending with 1914, as shown in Table 
I, accompanying. 


GEOGRAPHICAL INCIDENCE OF HOMICIDE 


The wide variations in the homicide mortality rates (as differentiated 
from judicial statistics of homicide convictions) indicate, briefly, that 
the homicidal impulse is most strongly developed in the Southern and 
Far Western States, and least so in the New England, the Middle Atlantic 
and North Central States. How far these variations are attributable to 
the efficacy of methods of judicial procedure or to customs, manners and 
usages or race traits, religion, etc., is not, for the time being, ascertain- 
able with the required degree of scientific conclusiveness. 

With special reference to the point of view that the high mortality 
from homicide in the South is largely because of the negro population, the 
following table has been prepared from the statistics of four States which 
may be considered fairly representative. Tennessee is not, unfortunately, 
included in this table, which is so much more regrettable since Memphis 
has the highest homicide death rate of any American city. The table 
shows that the white homicide death rate of the four States under consid- 
eration was 6.4 per 100,000 of population, against 30.5 for the colored. 


TABLE IT.—Morratity From HomicivE 1n SouTHERN STATES, BY Cotor, 1911-1914. 




















Waite. CoLorep. 
STATE. Rate per Rate per 
No. of 100,000 No. of 100,000 
Homicides. Population. Homicides. | Population. 
Maryland...........sssecscececess 139 3.2 123 12.9 
WHER 0 pas cere tse nssesvevie terres 170 5.9 317 22.7 
ES err ene 82 77 238 41.7 
EN Sais sc a: cig pbs b-b ece bieie ae 666 8.1 538 50.5 
1 SP er oes eee Aa 1,057 6.4, 1,216 30.5 
| 





*1913-1914. 
tMunicipalities having 1,000 inhabitants, or over, in 1910. 

There is, therefore, substantial ground for the statement that the local 
homicide rates throughout the South are materially increased by the negro 
population, but from the point of view of law and order it is quite im- 
material whether the person killed is colored or white. Even for the 
white population the homicide rates, based, as they are, upon an aggregate 
population including both rural and urban, are excessively high when 
compared or contrasted with the corresponding rates for the New England 
and North Central States. 


FIREARMS CHIEFLY USED IN ASSAULTS 


One fact, however, stands out broadly as the result of every analysis 
of the murder record, and that is the predominating use of firearms, which, 
of course, finds its parallel in the equally lamentable record of suicide. 
Combining the mortality returns for the registration area for the period 
1910-1914, it appears that out of 20,465 deaths caused by homicide 61 per 
cent were caused by firearms. It is a conservative statement that annu- 
ally for the entire United States the number of deaths caused by fire- 
arms, whether accidental, homicidal or suicidal, is not less than 13,000. 
In contrast it may be stated that the corresponding approximate number 
of deaths caused by typhoid fever is 15,000 and by industrial accidents 
22,000. The details of the mortality from homicide by method in the 
registration area during the period 1910-1914 are given in the table below: 
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TaBLE IL].—HomicipE By MeEtuHop, U. S. REGISTRATION AREA, 1910-1914. 




















l 
PERSONS. | MALEs. FEMALES. 
MetHop EMPLOYED. |—_—— — 
| Deaths % | Deaths. | % Deaths. | &% 
fireaNMNS...-.c-s+----------| 12,546 | 61.3 | 10351 | 68.3 2,195 | 53.4 
Cutting or piercing instruments| 3,049 | 14.9 | 2,523 15.4 526 | 12.8 
Other MeANS.............005 4870 | 23.8 | 3,479 | 21.3 1,301 | 33.8 
| — 
Di csi seoss ...| 20,465 | 100.0 | 16,353 | 100.0 4,112 | 100.0 


DEATHS MOST FREQUENT AMONG YOUNG PERSONS 
In the analysis of the homicide record for 1914 a table was included 
for the registration area showing the homicide rate per 100,000 of popu- 
lation by methods and divisional periods of life. To visualize the age 
factor it has seemed of sufficient importance to include on the present 
oceasion a table limited to the mortality from homicide by all methods 
and separately by firearms, but with distinction of sex. 


TaBLE [V.—Ho micivE RATE PER 100,000 or PopuLATION, BY AGE AND SEx, U. S. REGISTRATION 
AREA, 1910-1914. 


| Att METHODs. By FrreaRms ONLy. 











AGES AT }_ pes Soe ‘ ee eee ee - 
DEATH. | | | | 
| PrErsons. | MALEs. | FEMALES. PERSONS. MALEs. | FEMALES. 
| | | 
a Ae ame I— wees — = 
Under 5 2.9 go | 2.6 | 0.2 0.2 | 0.2 
Saree 0.8 0.9 0.6 0.4 0.5 | 0.3 
Ae 7.9 11.7 4.0 5.2 8.0 | 2.4 
25-84 12.5 19.5 4.6 8.3 13.3 | 2.8 
Sa 10.3 16.3 3.5 6.6 10.7 2.1 
Ser 7.2 Ra30 2.1 | 4.3 7.0 1.2 
ae 4.8 8.0 1.4 2.7 4.6 0.7 
3.3 5.4 | 1.2 1.5 2.4 0.5 
75 and over. . 2.3 3.4 | 1.4 0.8 1.4 0.4 
All ages... 68 | 105 | ~~ | 0 | se F of 
! | | | 





NUMEROUS DEATHS FROM “RIPPER MURDERS” 

According to this table out of 20,465 deaths caused by homicide during 
1910-14, 1350, or 6.6 per cent, were deaths under 15 years of age. There 
were 435 such deaths at ages 65 and over, equivalent to 2.1 per cent of the 
number of homicides at all ages, excluding those of unknown ages. It 
is hardly necessary. to point out that of the deaths at ages under five 
a large number are criminal abortions. In quite a number of other 
cases young persons are murdered by persons contemplating suicide, or 
who otherwise in an insane frenzy attempt the extermination of the 
entire family. As is well said in The New York Herald of May 17, 1915, 
with reference to a case which at the time attracted considerable atten- 
tion, ‘“‘New York has had two sad experiences with homicidal mania in- 
volving mutilation of children in the last year, and now that the primary 
period of excitement after the second one has settled down, foolish and 
disequilibrated persons are no longer yielding to morbid feelings in writ- 
ing letters to the police court or the afflicted mothers, certain considera- 
tions which may possibly be helpful in preventing future horrors may 
be taken up."’ And further, by way of suggestion, that: ‘‘First, it should 
be remembered that the two so-called ‘ripper’ 
two quite different individuals. Nothing is commoner among the insane 
than imitation. Nearly always when such cases have occurred in the 
past it has been found that some one rather close to the culprit has had 
more than reason to suspect his possible connection with it.’’ The sug- 
gestion does not help in an effort to solve such problems by preventing 
their recurrence. What applies to the cases under consideration applies 
to murder in general; that much of it is unquestionably the result of 
imitation and is in response to the powerful suggestions of exceptionally 
atrocious cases. 


murders may be due to 


TRIFLING INITIAL CAUSES IN SOME CASES—“‘AMOR AURI” 

Murder is also frequently the result of very trifling initial causes, as 
best illustrated by the case of Insurance Commissioner Patterson of Texas, 
properly referred to in The United States Review of August 3, 1916, as 
“one of the best-known public men in the State, who bore a high repu- 
tation for adherence to public duty.’’ As Commissioner of Banking, Mr. 
Patterson had closed the Farmers and Merchants Bank at Teague, Texas. 
Certain persons identified with the bank in an official capacity thereupon 
barricaded themselves in a back room with shot guns and revolvers and 
the Commissioner was killed in the discharge of his duty in the lobby 
ofthe bank. The case is of special interest as emphasizing the lamentable 
fact that the homicidal impulse is not by any means limited to the lower 
classes or to foreigners of recent immigration to this country. Accord- 


ing to The New York Sun of September 21, 1916, at Freedom, Pa., a patient 
who had been treated by a physician without apparent results, after ex- 
Plaining “If I have to die, he dies with me,” fired four shots with fatal 
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effect. The case of Dr. Arthur Warren Waite, which attracted much atten- 
tion during the early part of the present year, is another illustration of 
homicidal mania, totally unsuspected, among those who constitute the so- 
called “better element.’’ The Waite case further emphasizes the increas- 
ing menace of subtle methods and means in the commitment of capital 
crimes which there are reasons for believing to an increasing extent es- 
cape detection and punishment. As was said by Dr. Waite in his confes- 
sion: “If people ask why a young man of my opportunities in life, of my 
education and social position, fell so low as to kill his benefactors, they 
can be told that it was solely and simply for the greed of money.’’ And 
to this, according to The New York Sun of April 5, 1916, he added the 
sinister remark, ‘‘I knew what I was about. If I had succeeded I would 
have been rich and respected.’’ Such cases as these re-emphasize earlier 
conclusions that the problem of crime and punishment is much more 
profound and difficult of solution than is apparently the case, and how- 
ever remote the contingency may seem on first consideration, it is by no 
means improbable that even murder by disease germs may be practiced on 
the part of the most unscrupulous. 


SLIGHT DECLINE IN RATE LAST YEAR 

It is, therefore, by no means safe to rely entirely upon the mor- 
tality returns except in so far as the vast aggregate of deaths by 
murder constitute, as such, an indictment of our present-day civiliza- 
tion, regardless of our enormous material prosperity, a more equitable 
distribution of wealth and universal education. It is gratifying, never- 
theless, that at least for the large cities for which the returns are avail- 
able the homicide rate during 1915 should show a slight decline. The rate 
was 8.3 per 100,000 of population, against 8.4 for the preceding year and 
8.7 for 1913. As in suicide, so in homicide, for the time being an ap- 
parently stationary or only slightly fluctuating rate has been reached. 
If, however, the present tendency is not towards more lawlessness in the 
direction of murder, it is nevertheless lamentable that there should be no 
evidence of the required substantial decline. When the homicide rate for 
the registration area is applied to the estimated population for the Con- 
tinental United States for 1915, the number of deaths caused by murder is 
approximately 7500. It, however, is a reasonable probability that the 
actual number of deaths is greater because of the fact, as frequently 
explained, that our deficient methods of coroners’ inquests frequently 
preclude the rendering of a trustworthy verdict in doubtful cases of 
accident, homicide or suicide. This conclusion, however, applies to all 
the years of homicide record under review, and the evidence that during 
the preceding year the homicide rate was slightly on the decline does 
The country, however, 
has no reason to congratulate itself on the existing state of affairs, which 
still leaves us in the unenviable position of having the highest murder 
record of any large and representative country which calls itself civilized. 
This conclusion is re-emphasized by an analysis of the mortality returns 
in detail for the thirty-one American cities, as shown in the table 
following: 


not seem to admit of a serious question of doubt. 


TABLE V.—Morta.iry rrom Homicipe iN Tairtry-ONeE AMERICAN Crttes, 1905-1915. 





1910-14. | 1915. 











1905 00. 
| | | 
| Rate per Rate per Rate per 
| No. of | * 100,000 No. of | 100,000 No. of ; 
| Homicides | Population) Homicides | | Fepeietine, Homicides | Population 
7 | | 
Memphis, Tenn 420 | 68.6 483 | 70.5 | 125 85.9 
Atlanta, Ga...... 158 | 23.3 275 32.9 | 66 35.9 
Savannah, Ga...... 79 | | (25.6 107 | 32.2 22 32.3 
Nashville, Tenn....... 105 | 20.7 189 | 33.5 34 29.4 
Charleston, S. C.... } 8&3 | 28.7 107 | 36.0 15 Ad 
New Orleans, La sf 448 27.7 435 | 24.8 85 23.3 
San Francisco, Cal.....} 234 11.9 259 12.0 75 16.5 
Louisville, Ky.. Pa 208 |} 19.1 201 17.5 36 15.4 
St. Louis, Mo.. , 391 | 12.0 488 13.8 103 13.9 
Cincinnati,O.........| a | Be 217 11.2 51 12.6 
Los Angeles, Cal...... “#4 100 | 7.9 185 | 9.8 56 11.9 
Washington, D. ’ ae 130 8.2 133 7.8 38 10.6 
Spokane, Wash........ 42 | 10.0 46 | 7.7 14 9.9 
Seattle, Wash......... 66 6.9 137 10.0 29 8.9 
C hicago, Ill... ye 986 9.7 1,056 | 9.2 211 8.7 
Indianapolis, | ae 5A 6.1 127 10.3 22 8.3 
Cleveland, O.. + 155 6.1 200 | 6.7 50 7.6 
Minneapolis, Minn... 57 4.1 65 4.0 26 7.4 
Baltimore. eds 126 | 46 | 155 | 5.4 40 6.9 
Buffalo, N. Y.. 79 40 | me | 4s 26 5.7 
Boston, Mass. . Px 100 3.2 137 3.9 37 5.0 
Newark, N. 1 a ee teehée 44 2.8 70 | 3.8 20 5.0 
New York, N. Y...... | 1,158 3.7 1418 | 5.6 258 4.7 
Pittsburgh, Pa........! 134 5.3 158 5.7 26 4.6 
Philadelphia, Pa....... 291 4.0 | 381 | 4.7 74 4.4 
Dayton, O.... ; 27 5.0 36 6.0 5 4.0 
Rochester, N. ¥.. - 28 2.9 43 3.7 9 3.6 
Milwaukee, tg Se 34 2.0 71 3.6 14 3.3 
Providence, R. I....... 54 5.2 61 5.2 2 2.8 
Hartford, gaa 14 3.0 19 3.7 3 | 28 
Reading, Pa nde sases oi 19 4.2 13 26 | . 1.9 
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As has been the case in all previous investigations, Memphis, Tenn., 
holds the unenviable position of having the highest homicide rate in the 
country, or 85.9 per 100,000 of population. By way of contrast the city of 
Greater New York, for 1915, had a rate of only 4.7, and by way of still 
greater contrast the average rate for London is only about 1.0. Next to 
Memphis rank five other of Southern cities, but all with rates of less than 
one-half the Memphis rate (Atlanta, 25.9, followed by Savannah with 32.3; 
Nashville, 29.4; Charleston, 24.9, and New Orleans, 23.3). These rates, of 
course, are strongly affected by the negro population, among whom crimes 
of personal the The 
cities in which homicides are relatively rare are, in the order of their im- 
portance: 4.0; Rochester, 3.6; Milwaukee, 3.3; Providence, 2.8; 
Hartford, 2.8, and Reading 1.9. When the thirty-one cities are arranged 
according to their geographical position, the ten 


violence are more common than among whites. 


Dayton, 


Eastern cities show a 
decrease during 1915, compared with the preceding five years, from 5.1 to 
4.6; whereas the nine Southern cities shoy a slight increase in the rate 
from 20.5 to 21.8. 
but in the four Western cities there was an increase in the rate from 10.4 
to 12.5. com- 
pared with precisely, the same rate during the preceding five years, and 7.8 
during the quinquennial period ending with 1900, the details of which are 


The rates for the eight Central cities remain the same, 


For all the thirty-one cities the rate during 1915 was 8.3, 


as follows: 


TaBLEe VI.—Mortatity rrom Homicipe tn AMERICAN Cities, 1905-1915. 


| 
1905-1909. 1910-1914. 1915. 


Rate Per Rate Per 
No .of 100.000 No. of 100,000 
Homicides.| Population. | Homicides.| Population. 


Rate Per 
No. of 100 000 
Homicides.) Population. 





‘Ten Eastern Cities.| 1,921 4.7 2,408 5.17 463 4.6 
Nine Southern Cities} 1,757 18.7 2,085 20.5 461 21.8 
Eight Central Cities} 1,900 8.5 2,260 8.9 482 8.9 
Four Western Cities} 442 9.6 627 10.4 174 12.5 

Total...... 6,020 7.8 7,380 8.3 1,580 8.3 





SIGNIFICANCE OF CONDITIONS REFLECTED BY THIS 
EXPERIENCE 

These two tables are exceedingly suggestive of far from satisfactory 
social conditions in this country, in so far as they reflect an extraordinary 
propensity to crimes of violence against the person with disastrous results. 
They are of significance to life insurance companies, whether transact- 
ing an ordinary or an industrial business, or both, in that, obviously, no 
class or element of the population is exempt. They seem to show con- 
clusively that the alarming increase in the tendency to murder has, for 
the time being, been arrested, but considering the excessive rates prevail- 
ing in certain Southern and Western cities it is not necessarily a foregone 
conclusion that there may not be a further increase in the rate unless there 
is a return to sanctity and common sense in the public attitude regarding 
judicial procedure in murder cases on the one hand, and crimes of lynch- 
ing and other forms of crowd violence on the other. As shown in the 
following table, the rate of 8.3 per 100,000, which now prevails in the 
thirty-one cities, compares with 8.1 during the ten years ending with 1914, 
and 5.0 during the preceding decade ending with 1904. 

It is hardly necessary to point out that the returns for the thirty-one 
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TasLe VII.—Homicwes IN THirty-ONE AMERICAN CIrtEs, 1905-1915. 








| 
| 


RATE Prp 
POPULATION. HomIicwes. 100,000 
PopuLatioy, 
oooh iteaiere sate Fs oy WOR ea 14,300,926 958 6.7 
WR Bs Sco iaccionce 14,931,122 1,177 79 
ee apy 15,400,506 1,348 8.8 
| UAT SPE CAE RS keh ane re 15,970,547 1,281 8.0 
RRS rae AR Rey Den far 16,395,143 1,256 77 
| RRs eon are earns 16,889,139 1,343 8.0 
i ae 17,335,907 1,437 83 
1912 17,745,186 1,450 8.2 
[ON ES eee eer cer eaters ..| 18,170,473 1,587 8.7 
SE ara eee | 18,585,220 1,563 8.4 
Ce al 18,940,672 1,579 8.3 
1895-1904...... : | 117,870,053 5,927 5.0 
Es 5's cits bees cebe Snes oat R aba eee ‘ 165,724,169 13,400 Jl 


American cities, even though typical and representative of urban condi- 
tions, are not necessarily entirely conclusive as regards the country at 
large. Since most of the life insurance business, however, is transacted jn 
large cities, the data have a practical bearing upon the present and future 
experiences of life insurance companies. The data suggest the real value 
of thoroughly specialized previous inquiries into the personal record of an 
applicant, and there can be no question of doubt that in many cases the 
reports furnished by mercantile credit-reporting companies have been of 
substantial value in aid of the selective process by which undesirable ap- 
plicants are rejected. An applicant’s past record and present financial 
and social status should in each and every case be cleared up beyond a 
reasonable doubt before final action is taken on at least such applications 
Within years con- 
siderable practical progress has been made in this direction through the 
perfection of credit-reporting agencies, and it may safely be said that to 
this extent life insurance aids in the encouragement of right 
that a penalty is placed against moral delinquencies. In a broad sense, 
however, the interests of life insurance companies demand a more efficient 
judicial administration the rigid of the laws against 
murder. It is encouraging, therefore, to find that the theory of self- 
defense, which has frequently been stretched to the extreme and by means 
of which many a criminal has escaped his just deserts, has, at least in the 
State of New Jersey, been modified to the obvious advantage of the public 
In amplification of a rule of law made in New Jersey 125 years ago, Chief 
Justice Gummere during the present year handed down an opinion in the 
supreme court, holding that the doctrine of self-defense does not justify 
one person in killing another if by retreating he can reasonably expect to 
escape death or serious harm. It is equally desirable that the broad limi- 
tation placed upon the so-called ‘‘unwritten’”’ law should be materially 
restricted, for the evidence is quite conclusive that to an increasing ex- 
tent women, who consider themselves injured in their marital 
relations, take the into their own hands with serious results. A 
lax judicial administration is after all the fundamental underlying cause 
of our appalling homicidal impulse, in response to which during the year 
1915 at least 7500 lives were sacrificed, with the practical certainty that 
in a large number of cases the criminal escapes the consequence of his 
action, with a fair chance of being even made a hero in the eyes of the 
public. 
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Commissioners Act on Union Central 
Capital Increase a 
The special committee of the National Con- 
vention of Insurance Commissioners at the mid- 
winter meeting at New York made its report on 
the examination of the recent capital increase 
of the Union Central Life of Cincinnati. Com- 
missioners Joseph Button of Virginia, J. R. 
Young of North Carolina and F. H. Hardison of 
Massachusetts favored the entire report, while 
Superintendent Jesse S. Phillips of New York 
and Commissioner Burton Mansfield of Connec- 
ticut signed the resolution, but dissented to the 
preamble. The resolution as adopted is as 
follows: 


life insurance 


Company, 


preamble. 


Resolved, That in each State where not al- 
ready provided for, a law be enacted prohibit- 
ing any change in the amount of the capital 
stock of a life insurance company doing busi- 
ness therein, or any change in its charter or 
articles of incorporation, without express au- 
thority granted in writing by the official of the 
State to whom is entrusted the duty of super- 


The Prudential 


vising insurance companies; provided, however, 
that this requirement may be waived in case of 
company 
where the laws of its domicile give like author- 
ity to its supervising insurance official. 


The undersigned, members of the special com- 
mittee in the matter of the increase of the cap- 
ital stock of the Union Central Life Insurance 
respectfully report that we 
only in the resolution proposed in the report 
made by the other members of the committee; 
for the purposes of this report we are unwilling 
to adopt the statements contained in the pre- 
amble which precedes and leads up to the said it. 
proposed resolution and are emphatically op- 
posed to the recital of said statements in said 


(Signed) 


Insurance Paid by Wireless 
Insurance 
America is probably the first company to em- 





ploy the wireless telegraph to transmit insur- 
ance funds to a foreign country. The war and 
the danger of transmission through the custom- 
ary channels, as well as the immediate need of 
the beneficiary, made the wireless course neces- 
sary both as a means of safety and speed. 

In August, 1896, in Amsterdam, N. Y., Ger- 
trude E. Orth took out a twenty-year Pruden- 
tial endowment policy for $1000. Soon afterward 
she moved to Germany. The policy matured this 
year, and with the accumulated dividends 
amounted to $1344. The beneficiary desired the 
money and The Prudential was anxious to pay 
To send it by mail meant a war risk, how- 
ever. Various plans were suggested, but it was 
finally decided to try the wireless. 

The policy proceeds were deposited with the 
National Bank of Commerce in New York city, 
with instructions to notify its correspondent at 
Frankfort-on-the-Main, Germany, that it had 
the money for Mrs. Orth. The notification was by 
wireless and was accepted as cash by the Gel- 
man bank, *? 


of another State, 


R. YOUNG, 
JOSEPH BUTTON, 
F. H. HARDISON. 


concur 


BURTON MANSFIELD, 
JESSE S. PHILLIPS. 


Company of 
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NEW YORK SURVEYS 


Insurance Commissoners in Town.—One 
of the most significant declarations made by 
the head of the New York Insurance Depart- 
ment in several years appeared last week in an 
address before the Association of Life Insur- 
ance Presidents, when he referred to the doc- 
trine of police power as a means for the rapid 
increase in the attempt to regulate all kinds of 
insurance. The Superintendent compared the 
strides made in the practice of paternal powers 
over nearly every phase of underwriting under 
the plea of police power. There was a world 
of meaning between the lines to indicate that 
the Superintendent doubted the wisdom or 
expediency of the doctrine, much less its 
legality. What a difference in this view be- 
tween former Superintendents, who insisted on 
demanding information and access to private 
property relating to almost every detail! If 
these views are upheld in future there may be 
discovered some remnant of the freedom to 
manage private business not in conflict with 
the public to suit one’s own judgment. 


Increased Prices and Coinsurance.—The 
coinsurance clause in the policies of a million- 
aire jewelry stock was invoked by the owners 
last week for an increase in the total fire in- 
surance to the amount of $250,000. Thus the 
high prices of the goods worked out to the 
advantage of the insurers and increased the 
premiums paid for policies. It was the broker 
who discovered the clause, and he was not 
slow to take advantage of it, but the joke is 
that the owners thanked the broker for a ser- 
vice rendered in calling attention to the dis- 
crepancy. 


Quaker Oats Plant Loss.—The big loss on 
the factory of the Quaker Oats Company at 
Peterboro, Ontario, hit small groups of com- 
panies in this city pretty hard. It was a 
sprinklered risk, well divided and highly es- 
teemed as desirable. The total loss was over 
$750,000, and the insurance was in large blocks. 
The heaviest line was in the London Lloyds 
for $170,000. The groups represented in this 
tity by the American Lloyds, Globe-Rutgers 
and North River were each caught for over 
$100,000. A few of the high-grade English 
companies had lines of $20,000 or less, and a 
tumber of Canadian mutuals were in the list 
for sums of $10,000 each. It is announced the 
loss will amount to ninety per cent. 

General Adjustment Company.—The an- 
tual meeting of the General Adjustment Com- 
pany, whose headquarters are in this city, was 
a gratifying event to the stockholders, compris- 
ing about ninety of the regular companies. The 
business of the company has largely increased 
over last year, and the usefulness to the stock- 


holders has been demonstrated as a paying in- 
yestment. 


The Map Question Arises Again.—The 
agitation among the companies to organize a 
‘ystem for supplying themselves with maps of 
tities and towns in the interest of economy is 
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on the increase. It is open to many objections, 
beside the hostility of the stockholders (mostly 
underwriters) of the Sanborn Company, who 
have held a monopoly of the service for many 
years. As a whole it is recognized that the 
service has been satisfactory, but the impres- 
sion prevails that the cost is excessive, and 
not sufficiently under the control of the com- 
panies to improve it. The business is largely 
mechanical, and any new arrangement will re- 
quire skilled hands and brains to make it a 
success. 

After Large Lumber Risks.—A New York 
broker is on the warpath to get control of 
several wholesale lumber risks in Virginia, 
Kentucky and West Virginia, and the local 
agents have written to their companies here 
and in Hartford to protect them. The broker 
is well known as a maker of patent forms for 
covering under blanket policies property usu- 
ally required to be insured specifically. 

Railroad Carries Large Fire Insurance 
Reserve Fund.—The annual report of the 
Union Pacific Railroad makes a good showing 
of the amount of reserve held in cash for fire 
insurance on its main line, the Oregon Short 
Line and the Oregon-Washington Navigation 
Company. The balance to credit June 30, 1915, 
was $665,703, which had been increased by 
June 30, 1916, to $788,296. 
interesting, and include 
reserve $271,044, and losses collected from in- 


The items are quite 
amount credited to 
surance companies on account of reinsurance 
$78,531. 


ing the year for losses were $115,068, and paid 


The charges against the reserve dur- 


to insurance companies for reinsurance $112,- 
134. This exhibit shows that with an enor- 
mous outlay the railroad company found it 
to reinsure its fund, 
only $78,531 for the 
3ut there was wisdom in 


advantageous reserve 
although it collected 
$112,134 paid out. 


taking reinsurance to help out the losses. 


CHICAGO AND THE WEST 

Cook County Field Club Election.—The 
annual meeting of the Cook County Field Club 
was held last week, and the following officers 
President, J. B. White; vice- 
president, FE. J. Stucke; secretary and treas- 
urer, J. Lewis Cassell; executive committee, 
FF, D, William P. Regan, W. T. 
sisbee. 

New Western Department to be Opened. 

The srunswick Fire and the New 
Jersey Fire, which companies are under joint 
management, will open a Western department 


were elected: 


3uckman, 


New 


office in Chicago on January 1, 1917. H. H. 
Ingalls, the supervising general agent for the 
West, will be in charge, and will be assisted 
by Henry Struebin, who is now an examiner 
for the Dubuque Fire and Marine. The Cen- 
tral States Agency Company has been incor- 
porated for the purpose of acting as general 
agent for these companies. 

Fire Insurance Club Annual Election.— 
The annual election of the Fire Insurance Club 
of Chicago was held last week and the follow- 
ing officers were elected: W. E. McCullough, 
president; Jay S. Glidden, vice-president; 
W. B. Arnold, secretary; William Mitchell, 
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treasurer; Ernest Palmer, librarian; direc- 
tors, R. B. Howd, Charles E. Varley, Ross B. 
Whitney. 

Alliance to Have Western Office.—The 
Alliance of Philadelphia will, after January 1, 
1917, have a Western department office at 
Chicago. C. R. Tuttle, present manager of the 
Insurance Company of North America, will 
also have the management of the Alliance, 
and will be assisted by L. J. Braddock, his 
manager. It is expected that the 
Alliance will be a more active factor in the 
field than it has been heretofore, on account 
of the closer supervision the Western depart- 
ment office will be able to exercise over the 
this part of the 


assistant 


company’s transactions in 


country. 


BOSTON AND VICINITY 


New England Exchange Elects Officers. 
—At last Saturday’s meeting of the New Eng- 
land Insurance Exchange new officers were 
nominated for the ensuing year as follows: 
First vice-president, C. H. Rice, general agent 
of the Niagara; chairman of the executive 
committee, F. B. Luce, special agent of the 
Pheenix of Hartford; other members of the 
executive committee, J. Henry Bourne, special 
agent of the Rochester German Underwriters, 
and A. J. Murphy, special agent of the Com- 
mercial Union and allied companies. 

Skandinavia Reinsurance Licensed.—The 
Skandinavia Company of Den- 
mark has been licensed to do a reinsurance 
business in fire and marine lines in Massachu- 
Walter S. 
Massachusetts agent. 


Reinsurance 


setts. Place has been named as 

Percy A. Upham Made Secretary.—Percy 
A. Upham of the W. A. Hamilton Company 
has been appointed secretary of the Insurance 
Society of Boston, succeeding Frank L. Arm- 
strong. Mr. Armstrong was one of the prin- 
cipal factofs in the organization and success 
of the society. 

Death of Edward Spaulding.—Edward 
Spaulding, for nearly thirty years secretary 
Protective De- 
He was 


and treasurer of the Boston 
partment, died suddenly last Tuesday. 
eighty-one years of age. 


Central National Fire of Des Moines 


The Central National 
pany of Des Moines, Ia., is progressing rapidly 


Fire Insurance Com- 
in securing its capital and surpius of $1,000,000. 
The company is being fostered by George J. Del- 
mege, the former president of the Century Fire 
Insurance who is president of the 
Central National Fire. With him are identified 
T. B. Moore as secretary and Simon Casady as 
treasurer of the company. The directors em- 
brace George J. Delmege; T. B. 
italist; Simon Casady, president of 
State Bank of Des Moines and treasurer of the 
Bankers Life Insurance Company of Des Moines; 
Guy A. Miller, city attorney; C. W. Rogg, presi- 
dent, C. W. Rogg Company, druggists, Des 
Moines: H. M. Pattee, president, First National 
Bank of Perry, Ia., and S. L. Moore, president, 
First National Bank of Boone, Ia. It is mani- 
fest that the company possesses a very strong 
board of directors. 

Mr. Delmege has received many congratula- 


Company, 


Moore, cap- 
Central 
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tory letters concerning his decision to re-enter 
the fire insurance business and to organize the 
Central National Fire from bankers and business 
men in Iowa, and his popularity and standing 
among such men are attested by numerous ex- 
pressions of confidence from them. 

The 5000 shares of stock of the Central Na- 
tional Fire are being sold at $200 per share in 
provide $500,000 capital and $500,000 
surplus. The plan of securing a large initial 
surplus is conservative, as it enables a company 


order to 


to write a considerable volume of business in its 
first year without depleting its capital, and gives 
agents and policyholders an assurance of per- 
manence and strength which they would not 
otherwise have. It is anticipated that the Cen- 
tral National Fire will soon possess its full cap- 
ital and surplus and be able to begin business. 


New Standard Form Policy 


The National Convention of Insurance Com- 
missioners has approved a new form of stand- 
ard fire policy and has recommended its uni- 
versal adoption. The form is similar to the re- 
vised one as printed in THE SpecratTor of 
February 4, 1915, with a few slight changes, 
as follows: 

The ‘‘Uninsurable’”’ and “‘Excepted Propeftty”’ 
clauses are combined. In the ‘“Explosive’”’ 
clause the former reading of “product of pe- 
troleum”’ is changed to ‘‘petroleum product.” 
Under ‘‘Added Clauses’”’ ‘‘by rider’’ now reads 
“by agreement in writing.’’ The clause ‘‘mort- 
gage interest’’ contains some minor alterations. 
It now reads: 


MORTGAGE INTEREST 

If loss or damage is made payable, in whole or 
in part, to a mortgagee not named herein as the 
insured, this policy may be canceled as to such 
interest by giving to such mortgage a ten-days’ 
written notice of cancellation. Upon failure of 
the insured to render proof of loss such mort- 
gagee shall, as if named as insured hereunder, 
but within sixty days after notice of such 
failure, render proof of loss and shall be sub- 
ject to the provisions hereof as to appraisal and 
times of payment and of bringing suit. On pay- 
ment to such mortgagee of any sum for loss or 
damage hereunder, if this company shall claim 
that as to the mortgagor or owner, no liability 
existed, it shall, to the extent of such payment 
be subrogated to the mortgagee’s right of re- 
covery and claim upon the collateral to the 
mortgage debt, but without impairing the mort- 
gagee’s right to sue; or it may pay the mort- 
gage debt and require an assignment thereof 
and of the mortgage. Other provisions relating 
to the interests and obligations of such mort- 
gagee may be added hereto by agreement in 
writing. 

Under ‘‘Requirements in case of loss, the line 
‘and a copy of all the descriptions and sched- 
ules in all policies,’ ’’ has been transferred from 
line 141 to line 147. 

In the clause ‘‘Suit,’”’ the word entertainable 
has been changed to sustainable. 


Iowa National Fire of Des Moines 


The Iowa National Fire of Des Moines is 
planning to start operations the first of the 
year. John L. Bleakly, the president, in a 
letter to the stockholders states that the sale 
of capital stock was completed on October 5 
and that they have acquired the services of 
Cc. 8. Vance, formerly in charge of the rating 
department of the Iowa Insurance Department, 
who will have active charge of the underwriting. 
C. M. Spencer, chief examiner of the Iowa In- 
surance Department, has been elected secre- 


tary, subject to ratification at the general meet- 
ing January 1, 
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THE 
NATIONAL BOARD ACTS 


To Wage a War of Extermination Upon 
the Firebug 





ABANDONED 





ARSON REWARD SYSTEM 


— 


To Actively Cooperate with Public Officials in 
Investigating Suspicious Fires 


The executive committee of the National 
Board of Fire Underwriters last week held what 
may prove to be an epochal meeting from the 
viewpoint of its action upon means for combat- 
ing arson. The discussion called out the largest 
attendance of recent years and great interest 
was evidenced. 

The new plan involves abandoning the vague 
and antiquated system of ‘‘rewards.’’ For this 
is to be substituted a method for bringing about 
nation-wide co-operation between State, city 
and township authorities, including fire mar- 
shals, district attorneys, sheriffs, fire chiefs, 
police superintendents, local insurance men and 
the National Board of Fire Underwriters, to 
wage an absolute war of extermination upon 
what is regarded as the most despicable and 
dangerous class of criminals in the United 
States. 

It is broadly recognized that the widespread 
prevalence of arson, its covert methods of at- 
tack, and its menace to life, as well as to prop- 
erty, make it one of the serious problems of the 
present day. Revelations of a shocking nature 
occasionally find their way into the press, but 
the authorities are aware that a very large 
number of the merely ‘‘suspicious’’ fires are un- 
doubtedly due to the operations of this cow- 
ardly class of criminals. Their annual death 
toll is not inconsiderable, and there is reason 
for believing that some of the great city con- 
flagrations originated in arson. 

The committee on incendiarism and arson, as 
now constituted, will begin an active campaign 
which should receive the enthusiastic support 
of every fire insurance company. The commit- 
tee’s report, liberal excerpts from which are 
printed below, directed attention to the inef- 
fectiveness of the old ‘‘reward’’ system, even as 
amended in 1914, and went on to say: 

The present committee has viewed with interest and 
considerable satisfaction the plan of operation in 
effect on the Pacific Coast, and through our_associate, 

. W. Thornton, chairman of the Pacific Coast com- 
mittee, have been informed of the methods employed 
and the success obtained. ; 

We believe the insurance companies 1 
mously of the opinion that the methods pursued in ac- 
cordance with rules adopted over forty years ago are 
both obsolete and impracticable. It is also our_ be- 
lief that a large number, if not all, of the subscribers 
to the Fund and the members of the Board consider 
the offering and posting of rewards not — of no 
value, but frequently harmful to the inten ed pur- 
poses for which they are made and published. Our 


Pacific Coast friends have discontinued the offering 
and posting of rewards. 


The committee then recommended the discon- 
tinuance of the present plan and return to sub- 
seribers of any moneys to the credit of the 
fund. The report continued: 


Your committee has given much thought to a sub- 
stitute plan or method that will lessen the number of 
incendiary fires, and it is the opinion that the most 
satisfactory plan will be the formation of a Bureau 
controlled and directed somewhat similar to the work 
or our committee on laws. We, therefore, offer the 
following: : 

1. That the committee on incendiarism and arson, 
as now or hereafter composed, be continued as a 
standing committee of the Board and under its direc- 
tion subject to the supervision of the executive com- 
mittee, there be put into effect at once a plan whereby 
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Thursday 


fires of supposed incendiary origin shall be 
gated and an effort made to lessen them, 

“z. That the committee co-operate with State and 
municipal authorities and other agencies having IF 
their purposes the lessening of the fire waste and the 
repression of incendiarism and arson, to the end that 
the enormous loss of life and property by fire may by 
reduced. 5 baie 

“3. That the headquarters for this activity of th 
Board shall be located in the offices of the “National 
Board of Fire Underwriters, in the city of New York. 

“4. That the committee be given power, subject tg 
the approval of the executive committee, to employ 
such heip as may be necessary to further its work. 

“5, That the work of the committee be supported 
by an assessment upon the companies, members of the 
National Board, and such other companies as may he- 
come affiliated with the Board in this work, and by 
based upon the net fire premiums in the United States 
the assessment for the calendar year 1917 to be at 
the rate of 1/75th of one per cent. 

“6. hat all stock or mutual companies not now 
members of the National Board of Fire Underwriters 
be invited to co-operate and contribute to this ex 
pense.”’ 

‘The arson committee, at its meeting on Novembe: 
2 last, following the adoption of the above recommenda 
tions, discussed in general terms some details for in 
augurating this undertaking, provided jt receives th: 
approval of the executive committee. We believe this 
work should be handled through the office of the gen 
eral manager, the same as other activities of the Board 
and that he be the directing head or executive for this 
committee, as he is for others. * * We believe 
it should not be expected that our activities wil] at 
once be placed in effect throughout the entire country 
but that the committee should confine its efforts to a 
limited territory at first, say the New England and 
Middle States, and such special emergencies as may 
be brought to its attention elsewhere. As the organi 
zation becomes perfected, the scope of the work 
should be extended to other sections of the country, 
including eventually all of the States. If the plan is 
adopted, we suggest that the membership of the arson 
committee be increased by adding two more members 
located in New York to secure a greater number at 
committee meetings, which may be called hurriedly. 
_ Your committee has given i consideration to the 
importance of avoiding any complications in its work, 
which might involve the National Board or its mem 
bers in suits for damages, and having considered the 
advisability of a separate organization to carry on 
the work we have concluded it can be condusted with 
out any unusual danger by gathering evidence and 
co-operating with the police departments, district attor 
neys, State attorneys and Fire Marshal offices, com 
pelling the State to assume the responsibility for 
arrests, or, in other words, protecting the National 
Board as carefully as an individual company protects 
itself in a similar case. 


investi 
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May Test Wisconsin Organization Law 

The Wisconsin insurance law, which permits 
the expenditure only of not more than 15 per 
cent of the sale price of stocks for commissions 
and organization purposes, will be challenged 
in the courts, according to statements made to 
Insurance Commissioner Cleary of Wisconsin 
last week by Hope Thompson, attorney, repre- 
senting the Polish National Fire Insurance Com- 
pany of Chicago, now being organized in that 
city. In consultation with Mr. Cleary at Madi- 
son, Mr. Thompson declared that when the new 
company is ready to enter the Wisconsin field 
and offer its stock it will not obey the man- 
date of the Wisconsin law governing such sale 
Mr. Cleary advised him that a prosecution will 
follow any such attempt. Mr. Thompson said 
he would meet the issue by taking the case to 
the Federal courts to determine whether the 
State of Wisconsin can thus interfere with the 
privileges of a foreign corporation. 


CeeneennereencenNASEE 


British Dominions Absorbs the Eagle 

The British Dominions General Insurance 
Company of London, which recently entered the 
United States under the management of Fred. 
S. James & Co. of New York, has absorbed the 
Eagle Insurance Company of London. 

The Eagle is one of the oldest English com 
panies, having been organized in 1807, and its 
principal business has been that of life insur 
ance. 

The assets of the Eagle amount to something 
over ten million dollars and its absorption will 
therefore add materially to the financial 
strength and standing of the British Dominions 
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which already had assets of over seven million 
dollars. 


Reinspection of Cleveland, Ohio 

The report of the reinspection of Cleveland 
by the engineers of the committee on fire pre- 
vention of the National Board of Fire Under- 
writers, made last October, gives full credit 
for all the improvements that have been made 
since the inspection of 1912, but calls attention 
to the fact that nothing has been done in regard 
to some of the most important recommendations 
made at that time. The water supply is in 
petter condition and the high-pressure system 
additional factor for safety, but there 
are some unsatisfactory conditions about the 
pumping station that the committee recom- 
mends be remedied at once. 

Among other things an additional source of 
electrical supply sufficient to operate all pumps 
be provided. The station now receives its sup- 
ply from the municipal light plant. It is also 
recommended that two additional pumps and 
transformers be installed and that the sub- 
station be separated from the pumping equip- 
Extensions to a number of mains is ad- 


is an 


ment. 
vised. 

The committee recommends schools for train- 
ing officers and candidates for promotion to 
officers, for drilling members, for training 
drivers and operators of motor apparatus and 
for drilling companies in setting-up practice 
and other work. 

The committee suggests that the building laws 
be re-codified and amended, with special refer- 
ence to the thickness of walls and the protec- 
tion of exposed windows. Incombustible ma- 
terials should be used on all new roofs and in 
repairs throughout the city. It is suggested 
that rigid regulations with regard to explosive 
and inflammable materials be adopted and that 
a sufficient force be maintained to properly in- 
spect all electric wiring at suitable intervals. 

Owners of defective buildings, located so as 
to form conflagration areas, should have floors, 
windows and party wall openings properly pro- 
tected, the committee states, and automatic 
sprinklers should be required on all buildings 
whose size, construction or occupancy might 
act as conflagration breeders. 





Insurance Commissioners’ Meeting 

The National Convention of Insurance Com- 
missioners, at their midwinter meeting, took 
action in regard to multiple agencies looking 
upon such organizations with disfavor. A reso- 
lution was adopted permitting fire companies to 
write full automobile coverage except personal 
liability. It is felt that the joint policies of 
fre and liability companies are sufficient to 
meet the puble demands for all forms of auto- 
mobile cover, 


New Pacific States Fire Officers 


A. H. Averill, a prominent machinery mer- 
thant of Portland, Ore., has been elected to the 
presidency of the Pacific States Fire Insurance 
Company, succeeding F. E. Beach, and has al- 
teady taken up the work. T. H. Williams, prom- 
inent in the San Francisco insurance field, takes 
the office of secretary, succeeding J. H. Bridge- 
ford, who has gone to Honolulu. 





Kelley & Fuller have been appointed managers for 
New York State to write sprinkler leakage by the Fire 
\Ssociation of Philadelphia. They also represent the 


‘ompany as managers for fire insurance. 


THE SPECTATOR 


SOUTH CAROLINA LAW 


Laws to be Changed at Coming Session 
of State Legislature 





SAID TO BE SATISFACTORY BILL 


Special Commission Ends Hearings on Situtaion— 
Views of Underwriters 

The South Carolina remedial commission which 
was appointed by Governor Manning has prac- 
tically completed its investigation of the in- 
surance conditions in the State. At the session 
held at Columbia recently the commission 
agreed upon a draft of a bill to be introduced 
at the regular session of the legislature 
some time in January. While the terms of 
the proposed statute are not announced, it is 
understood that they may satisfy all parties 
concerned. A meeting of the commission, to 
review the draft of the bill, will be held some- 
time before the next legislature meets. 

Much depends upon the provisions of the pro- 
posed law. As expressed by one underwriter, 
the companies, unless the State of South Caro- 
lina does its part, are wholly indifferent. The 
companies are willing to re-enter the State if 
al) conditions are favorable, for there is no de- 
sire to penalize the State as unprofitable as it 
has been. 

That the bankers and business men will closely 
watch the efforts of the commission is under- 
stood, as it has been stated that the business 
men are giving Commissioner McMaster his last 
opportunity to make good with the proposed 
measure. If he fails it is likely the business in- 
terests will endeavor to arouse public influence, 
so as to make a popular demand for a remedy 
to the situation. 


next 


Agents’ Mid-Year Conference 


At the meeting of the national and State of- 
ficers of the National Association of Insurance 
Agents in New York city last week, at the 
time of the commissioners’ convention, it was 
decided to hold the mid-year conference in 
Washington. The date probably will be the 
second week in February. The conference this 
year will be an important one, and Washington 
will give agents an opportunity to visit the 
national capital. The location will accommodate 
most of the agents who will attend. 


— 





Eastern Tornado Insurance Association 
Officers were elected Tuesday by the Eastern 
Insurance Association as _ follows: 
George W. Babb, 
of London; vice-president, F. W. 
Sargeant, president of the New Hampshire Fire 
of Manchester; 
Lopez, second vice-president and secretary of 
the Continental of New York. The 
schedule was adopted, subject to a few changes 
to be made by the executive committee. 


Tornado 
President, 
Northern 


manager of the 


secretary and treasurer, J. E. 


new rate 


Wisconsin Situation Cleared Up 


The situation in Wisconsin resulting from the 
establishment of a Central Audit Office at Mil- 
waukee is rapidly clearing up. The Milwaukee 
Board of Fire Underwriters has expunged from 
its records the pledge and agreement to 
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Fire Insurance 


protest against the Central Audit Office. The 
local boards at Sheboygan, Manitowoc and 
Green Bay have also agreed to send their re- 
ports through the Central Audit Office. 





Quaker Oats Company Loss 
The loss on the Quaker Oats Company’s plant 
at Peterboro, Ont., is now reported to be in the 
neighborhood of ninety per A list of the 
insurance involved, taken from the Journal of 


cent. 


Commerce, follows: 

Lloyds, London, Underwriters.............. $176,500 
REGMAIIGNS. OF INOW TONG G6 odes sascccccscates 60,000 
Dixie of Greensboro, N. C.. Sueulme nes 12,500 
American Lloyds of New MABE: Sox iccclcn 80,000 
United States Underwriters, New York...... 40,000 
Stuyvesant Of DiGW WOM a 6sn osc ckiccs cases 30,000 
PYQUINMIED ccnccadecivacaebencsdivdhetuendcnes 30,000 
Northwestern National of Milwaukee. .. 26,000 
Great Western Lloyds of New York......... 40,000 
National of Greet: Buea: « 6cccccccsdieneves 50,000 


Colonial Assurance Co. of New 


National of Paris 


25,000 
21,000 


Union Underwriters of New York........... 45,000 
Fine Arts and General of London........... 22,500 
North River of New York Cdudie wa 25,000 
IRON IN nk Sc nvcwactscaees sda seacaeede 20,000 
British) Craw: Gf EGGGGM oc ccccccancenees 23,000 
Olio Bitters MAGtGed 2d ccceccusswsciacass 20,000 
United States of New York .......cccsccess 20,000 
Norwegian Underwriters 17,500 


10,000 
10,000 
15,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
65,000 
25,000 
10,000 
10,000 


Factory Underwriters of Toronto. 

Fland-in-Hand. of. Toromtd 660. cccccccccses 
Comes TERED < ccanccadiccctacctxctncans 
Dominion Fire of Toronto .............-++- 
Anglo-American of Toronto............-ee0: 
Millers and Manufacturers of Toronto...... 

London and Lancashire 
British Dominions .. ae re 
North River of New Y ork. iia crate aitel gia dee ear aca 
Lumber Underwriters of New York......... 


Liverpool and London and Globe............ 26,000 
Mount Royal Te SRaVERES CHA wa Cute Neem saewc 13,500 
NOOR RIINON civ ances eatidralswascenses . 28,000 
State of Pennsylvania ...........eseeeeeee 10,000 
New York Fire and Marine Underwriters.... 15,000 
SO Of EMME eicscctucdscececstexnunx@ne 12,500 
Pe nnsylvi SM PRUNE Gasecis wedonctan cheers 10,000 
CSUN PMN a at deatdds oven Kase Rearasanewanae 10,000 
New York and Boston Lloyds vrrverecey 
Nacional Underwriters of America. tan mali caters 30,000 
PER G8 THO SOE vo obe whe de cuicand ceeaxes 7,500 
Merenaats OF NOW SOUR co csc cs cccsncevapes 7,000 
oe Bee ee eer eee ce 5,000 
Millers and Manufacturers of Toronto....... 5,000 
Merchants Fire of Torontd ....cccccsecsese 4,000 
MiarSeR OF CII ss pecceviccaciasuaweanss 2,500 
Nostt Emspiee.- WipOe onc cciccccccccsens 5,000 
NGGOUNE- OM EME 6c ices ccc cnncceneue 5,000 
Penmmeens OF GCMNS, occ bccccewntdcaaead 2'500 
pS ee eee ee 10,000 
aie Oh LM boxe coi ceadecececnsad duns 5,000 
COOGEE saeanes cutie otscicndalesnceneuueees 5,000 
FUCGNe GE BO Len eaceccwstagsewewsiwes 5,000 
Western Millers Mutual .............cee00e- 7,500 
WE I chen + cdnvarcinacerdaaner 7,500 
National F. and M. of Elizabeth ............ 5,000 
Central Manufacturers: Mutual cf Ohio 5,000 





Fire Notes 

-Clifton M. Doughty, chief of the loss department 
of the Aachen and Munich, 
M. V. 


for Indiana by the 


died on December 8. 
McGilliard has been appointed special agent 
Humboldt Fire. He was formerly 
an independent adjuster at Indianapolis. 

The Commercial National Fire of Chicago has 
been South Carolina. W. K. Sease of 
Orangeburg has -been appointed State agent. 

R. S. Busbee, secretary of the Atlantic Fire of 
Raleigh, N. C., has been appointed general agent for 
North Carolina by the Equitable Fire and Marine. 


licensed in 


“Laws Relating to Insurance State of Michigan,” 
a pamphlet containing the enactments of the legisla- 
ture of 1915, has been issued by the Indicator Publish- 
ing Company. 

At the request of the lowa Insurance Department 
for the Iowa State 
an assessment con- 


a receiver has been appointed 
Automobile 


cern at Grundy Center. 


Insurance Association, 


The Arizona Fire of Pheenix has been admitted 
to New Mexico and will be represented by George 
Roslington, secretary of the Occidental Fire of Albu- 
querque, as general agent. 

—J. G. Lateer, formerly Illinois State agent for the 
Security of Davenport, has been appointed State agent, 
with headquarters at Kansas City, of Missouri, Kansas 
and Oklahoma, by the Northwestern Underwriters. 


—C. W. Bailey, vice-president of the American of 





Casualty, Surety, Etc. 


Newark, completed his fortieth year in the employ of 
the American on Saturday, December 16. Mr. Bailey 
began as a clerk and gradually advanced to the posi- 
tion he now holds, 

The Vicksburg Insurance Exchange has been or- 
ganized by the local agent of Vicksburg, Miss. J. K. 
president and W. W. Moore is secretary. 
Ihe exchange has been organized for the purpose of 


the fire hazard as much as possible. 


Moore is 


T. W. Anderson, special agent of the Northwest 
ern National for Pennsylvania, has resigned to go 
with E. K. 
delphia. He will represent the Ohio Farmers and 
Millers National in New York State. 

Andrew McIntosh of McIntosh Brothers, whole- 
at Edgerton, Wis., and Roy A. John- 
Sank of 
Taylorsville, Ill., have been elected directors of the 
Merchants National Fire of Chicago, 


Schultz & Co., general agency at Phila- 


sale tobacconists 


ston, vice-president of the Farmers National 


—The Cincinnati Fire .Prevention Bureau is to be- 
come a branch of the Ohio Inspection Bureau under 
T. B. Sellers of Columbus, on the removal of George 
W. Cleveland, the present manager, to Detroit as 
manager of the Michigan Inspection Bureau. 

—M. H. Smith, who was a special agent for the 
Fidelity-Phaenix for twenty-one years, died at Des 
Moines, Iowa, on Saturday, December 9, at the age 
of seventy-four. Mr. Smith retired from active par- 
ticipation in the insurance business three years ago. 

-——-James B. Ross of New Orleans has been ap- 
pointed, by the Norske Lloyd of Christiania, as man- 
ager for the countries of Honduras, Guatemala and 
Salvador, representing all lines, and of the port of 
New Orleans and vicinity for the marine department. 

The board of directors of the Jefferson Fire, which 
reinsured its business in 1912, will meet at an early 
date to have the charter amended to write marine 
business and to increase the capital from $250,000 to 
$500,000. It is understood the company -will write 
marine only. 

—The United States Circuit Court of Appeals, in 
the case of the Newark Trust Company, and Alfred 
Yankauer as trustees in bankruptcy versus the Agri- 
cultural Insurance Cmpany, decided that a tornado 
policy does not cover damage caused by high water 
driven by wind. 

—John F. 
the Camden Fire of Camden, N. J. 
the Camden’s special agent for New Jersey and the 


Gilliams becomes assistant secretary of 
He was formerly 


suburbs of New York, and will be succeeded in that 
territory by Henry O. Huth, now with the Home of 
New York. 

—The Insurance Field announces that on account 
of greater publication cost, it has increased its annual 
subscription price for the fire and casualty edition 
and the life edition, each from $2 to $8, and the an- 
nual subscription hereafter for the combined journal 
is to be $4.50. 

—L, W. Pierce has resigned his former position as 
field inspector of the sprinklered department of the 
South-Eastern Underwriters Association, headquarters 
at Montgomery, Ala., to accept the position as chief 
engineer of the Oklahoma Inspection Bureau, of which 
C. T. Ingalls is manager. 


The Retailers National Fire Insurance Company 
is being formed by various parties in Kansas City. A 
feature of the policies to be issued will be a partici- 
pating clause by the terms of which a certain per cent 
of the net profits each year are to be returned as a 
dividend to the policyholders. 

—J. J. Hartnett, manager of the Eastern department 
for George R. Hess, of Chicago, has been appointed 
agent for the Lumber Underwriters for the United 
States with the exception of New York City. Mr. 
Hartnett also represents the Millers Mutual and the 
Millowners Mutual of Acton. 

—Elliott Middleton, manager of the Michigan In- 
spection Bureau, will become assistant manager of the 
Western Actuarial Bureau of Chicago on the first of 


the year. He will be associated with J. V. Parker in 


the supervising of rate activities in the West. George 
W. Cleveland, at present manager of the Cincinnati 
Fire Prevention Bureau, has been appointed his suc- 
cessor. i 
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NATIONAL WORKMENS COM- 
PENSATION SERVICE BUREAU 


Annual Meeting Held Last Week 


The resignations of the A®itna Life of Hart- 
ford, the Massachusetts Bonding of Boston, the 
Fidelity and Deposit of Baltimore and the Cas- 
ualty Company of America were each referred 
to special committees at the annual meeting of 
the National Workmens Compensation Service 
Bureau last week. It is understood that the resig- 
nation of the AStna Life was not really serious, as 
the company took this action rather than bind it- 
self to the bureau for another year until certain 
issues had been definitely settled. What these 
issues are has not been ascertained, but it is 
thought that the main trouble arose out of the 
recent California upheaval. The other resigna- 
tions were chiefly due to the discontinuance of 
workmen’s compensation and liability lines, and 
the question arose as to whether those com- 
panies could not be retained on the roll in view 
of the broad service the bureau is now able to 
render in other lines, although this service 
might be given on a different basis of. assess- 
ment. These matters are now before a special 
committee. 

Manager A. W. Whitney reported on the ex- 
tension work of the bureau since its reorganiza- 
tion, as well as on the work that is being done 
at the head office in the way of statistical and 
actuarial service. Plans for further extension 
of branch bureaus which are now under way 
were also reported on, 

The meeting was harmonious and practically 
all members showed a willingness to co-operate 
and support the policies of the bureau. 

A. W. Whitney was re-elected manager; C. E. 
Miller, secretary, and George F. Michelbacher, 
actuary. 





National Surety Increases Employees’ 
Salaries 

The executive committee of the National 
Surety Company at its recent meeting recognized 
the existing conditions in the increased cost of 
living by voting to those employees earning $200 
per month or less, and who have been in the 
service of the company more than six months, an 
additional fifteen per cent on their salaries; to 
those employees earning $200 per month or less, 
and in the service of the company six months or 
less, an additional ten per cent on their sal- 
aries. It is also understood that the company 
is now working on a bonus plan to its agents, 
and that with this additional recognition it is 
estimated that the increased compensation to be 
disbursed by the company will aggregate about 
$80,000 annually. 





May Organize State Federation 


Max B. McKee, assistant secretary of the 
National Council of Insurance Federations, 
spoke to a representative group of insurance 
men last week in the endeavor to organize a 
State branch of that organization looking to 
the general protection of the insurance business, 
especially in legislative matters. He stated 
that organizations have already been started in 
forty-one States, outside of New England. The 
local men questioned Mr. McKee very closely 
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Thursday 


as to the accomplishments and possible value 
of such a conference, and the final decision wag 
to appoint a committee to consider the question 
further and make arrangements, if they were 
deemed advisable, to establish a State branch 
in Massachusetts. The committee appointed jg 
composed of the following men: Henry g§. 
Moore of the Massachusetts Bonding, chairman; 
James H. Carney of Kaler, Carney, Liffler & Co.; 
Leon F. Foss, president Boston Life Under- 
writers Association; A. A. Lawson of John ¢. 
Paige & Co.; E. E. Peters, secretary of the 
Massachusetts Brokers Association; G. Leonard 
McNeill, president Massachusetts Accident; 
Lincoln R. Welch, president Fitchburg Mutual 
Fire, and George E. Wragg, superintendent in- 
surance department, Knights of Pythias. The 
committee held its first meeting Thursday. 


Defends Iowa Compensation Law 

Assistant Attorney General Henry Sampson 
of Des Moines has been in Washington arguing 
in behalf of the Iowa compensation law before 
the United States Supreme Court. J. ¢. 
Hawkins, who attacked the Iowa law as being 
unconstitutional in that it denied the right of 
jury trial, lost out in the lower courts. He 
then took the case on up. Mr. Sampson in his 
argument laid down three important facts which 
distinguish the from other com- 
pensation before the court. 


Iowa case 
cases pending 
These are: 


1. The Iowa statute is not compulsory type, 
but elective or optional. 

2. The appellant is an employer—not an em- 
ployee; he is an employer who has rejected the 
compensation features of the act—not one who 
has elected to avail himself of its privileges; 
he is an employer that is operating under the 
employers’ liability law of Iowa. 

3. The appellant has exercised the right 
which he has under the workmen’s compensa- 
tion act to reject its provision, and therefore re- 
tains his right to contract at liberty and his 
right to submit all differences with his em- 
ployees to the jury, and has all the other rights 
guaranteed to him by the fourteenth amend- 
ment. 





—. 


Partial Disability Legally Defined 


A verdict has been given against the Com- 
mercial Casualty Company of Newark, N. J., 
involving the determination of what constitutes 
partial disability under a health policy. The 
claimant was totally disabled for sixteen days 
and partially disabled for 268 days. Because he 
attended his office and did some minor duties, 
the company denied liability for the whole of 
the partial disability claimed. His occupation 
was described as office duties and traveling only, 
both being intimately connected, and the nature 
of his disability was such that he could not 
travel. The court held that he was not able to 
prosecute his business unless he was able to 
do all the substantial things necessary to be 
done, and a verdict was rendered accordingly 
for the full amount claimed, with interest and 
costs. 


Home Casualty of Oklahoma 

The Home Casualty of Oklahoma City begat 
business as an assessment health and accident 
company in April, 1916. It has confined its oP- 
erations to Oklahoma and will continue to 
restrict its business to that State until it is 
deemed wise to branch out. In that case it is 
planned to enter some of the neighboring States 
north of Oklahoma. C. A. Mercer is president: 
D. H. Farra, vice-president; F. F. Farra, gecre- 
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December 21, 1916 


tary-treasurer and underwriting manager. In 
addition to the above-named officers, C. F. 
Thomas and G. E. Mettz constitute the board 
of directors. Policy contracts are issued on the 
annual and monthly premium plan. Accumu- 
lation and double indemnity features are in- 
cluded in the policies. 





Union Casualty-Pension Mutual Life 
Affairs 


The Pennsylvania Insurance Department will 
take control of the assets of the Union Casu- 
alty of Philadelphia, following a degree granted 
by the Dauphin County Court. It is announced 
that the Insurance Department will shortly take 
possession of the company’s books. 

Coincident with the hearing on the petition in 
the Dauphin County Court, the Federal Court at 
Philadelphia had appointed the for 
Lyndon D. Wood, president of the Union Casu- 
alty, and also counsel for the company as re- 
A similar course was taken with re- 
gard to the Pension Mutual Life of Pittsburg, 
of which Mr. Wood is also president. The 
Dauphin County Court has held that the Fed- 
eral Court had no jurisdiction in the case of 
the Insurance against the 
pany and accordingly granted the petition of the 
Insurance Department. Thus the two compa- 
nies are the hands of Insurance Com- 
missioner O'Neil, who has announced his inten- 
tion of liquidating them. 


counsel 


ceiver. 


Commissioner com- 


now in 


Casualty Company of America 


Owing to the failure of about thirty per cent 
of the stockholders of the Casualty Company of 
America to pay the $5 assessment recently 
levied on the stock of that company to make 
good an impairment, steps are being taken to 
foreclose the interests of those stockholders. 
The New York Insurance Department will tem- 
porarily withhold action against the corpora- 
tion in order to give the stockholders an op- 
portunity to carry out the plan for paying the 
entire assessment. 

The company has reinsured practically all of 
its business and has ceased writing business in 
every State. The only lines now carried are 
fidelity and surety. 


H. S. Frost Appointed Manager 


H. 8S. Frost has been appointed as manager of 
the Washington, D. C., branch office of the 
tna Life (accident and liability department), 
the AStna Accident and Liability and the Auto- 
mobile Insurance Company of Hartford. Mr. 
Frost has had a wide experience in all of the 
lines of insurance, having for several years 
been in the employ of the AStna companies in 
the capacity of field special agent. He suc- 
ceeds C. K. Mount, who has been appointed 
thief adjuster for the A®tna Accident and Lia- 
bility, fidelity and surety department, with 
headquarters at the home office of the company 
in Hartford. 


J. A. Hartman Made Secretary 


J. A. Hartman has been elected as secretary 
of the Maryland Casualty Company of Balti- 
more to succeed James F. Mitchell, who re- 
‘ently resigned to become assistant United 


States manager of the General Accident. 


THE SPECTATOR 
MEETING ADJOURNED 





Midwinter Session of Insurance Com- 
missioners Concluded 





MUCH BUSINESS DONE 





Compensation Reserve Law Adopted—Other 
Activities 

The midwinter meeting of the National Con- 
vention of Insurance Commissioners proved a 
busy one. Of prime importance to casualty and 
surety companies was the adoption of the report 
of the committee on assets, which was as fol- 
lows: 


The committee on assets of insurance compa- 
nies, to which was referred the question of de- 
termining which States requiring deposits are 
special deposit States, reports as follows: 

The deposits required by the following States 
are special deposits as to the classes of business 
referred to: 

Alabama—As to surety companies. 

Delaware—As to surety companies. 

Florida—As to fire and surety companies. 

Georgia—As to fire and surety companies. 

Idaho—As to surety companies. 

Louisiana—As to surety companies. 

New Jersey—As to surety companies. (No 
deposits required in case company has general 
deposit of two hundred thousand dollars in home 
State.) 

New Mexico—As to fire and surety companies. 

North Carolina—As to fire companies. 

Oregon—As to fire companies. 

Virginia—As to all companies. 

Porto As to all companies. 

Philadelphia—As to surety companies. 

Foreign countries—As to all companies. 

The committee has not come to a conclusion 
as to Ohio and Tennessee. It asks leave to be 
continued to consider deposits in said States and 
deposits required by courts, municipalities, 
boards, bureaus and individuals, and to report 
as to such special cases when presented to it 
for consideration, such reports to be considered 
as the action of the convention. 





A resolution relative to the limitation of ac- 
quisition accident and health business 
to twenty per cent was promptly tabled. A sim- 


cost on 


ilar move with regard to surety business met 
with a like fate. 

The convention adopted a uniform compen- 
sation loss reserve bill which will be intro- 
duced into a number of State legislatures at 
their sesions this winter. The proposed bill 


has been printed and commented upon in these 
columns. 

On the proposed surety bill the subject of re- 
serves created such wide differences of opinion 
both among the company men and the members 
of the committee that nothing with 
the measure. 

Chairman Potts of the social 
mittee notified all present that an open meeting 
would be held on January 6, 1917, at the Hotel 
Astor, at which the committee would be 
glad to hear company views and opinions. 

Relative to claim valuation, the workmen’s 
compensation committee adopted the following 


was done 


insurance com- 


time 


resolution: 


Whereas, The estimate of outstanding losses 
under workmen’s compensation policies is a sub- 
stantial factor in the determination of the pure 
premiums upon which rates are based, so that 
the accuracy of such rates is largely dependent 
upon the correctness of such estimates, and 

Whereas, The estimates of each insurance car- 
rier are necessarily affected by personal judg- 
ment, thus resulting in dissimilar appraisals by 
different insurance carriers of similar claims, 
and 

Whereas, there is at present no generally ac- 
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cepted standard or uniform method of estimat- 
ing the value of such outstanding losses, 

Therefore, Be it Resolved, That a special com- 
mittee of three, to be composed of casualty actu- 
aries of Insurance Departments, be appointed to 
co-operate with a committee to be appointed 
by compensation insurance carriers in the con- 
struction of a standard table for the valuation of 
compensation claims, such table to be derived 
from available compensation claim statistics; 
and 

Be It Further Resolved, That the committee 
on workmen’s compensation insurance be au- 
thorized to bring the foregoing resolution to the 
attention of all representative insurance car- 
riers, requesting that steps be taken looking to 
the formation of the committee contemplated by 
the foregoing resolution. 


The convention was in favor of agents’ quali- 
fications laws, and so went on record. 


Iowa State Traveling Mens Association 


The thirty-seventh annual meeting of the 
Iowa State Traveling Mens Association will be 


held in Des Moines, Ia., on January 20, 1917. 
At this time the election of a president, vice- 
president, secretary and treasurer, and five 


directors will take place. It is confidently ex- 
pected that the present officers and all the direc- 
tors whose terms expire will be re-elected. The 
officers are: J. W. Hill, president; W. E. Tone, 
vice-president, and L. C. Deets, secretary-treas- 


urer. The directors whose terms expire are: 
George E. Hamilton, chairman; William H. 
Smith, Dorsey Hunnell, Ralph A. Proudfit and 
James L. Hunt. 
Casualty Notes 
Edson S. Lott, president of the United States 


Casualty Company of New York, addressed the Insur- 
ance Society of New York on Tuesday on the subject 
of ‘Politics vs. Workmen’s Compensation Insurance.” 
A. G, Ogle, formerly of the Southwestern Surety 
Company, is one of the vice-presidents of the Ameri- 
can Bonding & Casualty Company, now being organ- 
ized at Sioux City, lowa. The company plans to have 
a capital of $500,000 and surplus of $300,000. 
Love has resigned as president of the 
He will remain as a 


—Thomas B. 
Western Indemnity of Dallas. 
director and in an advisory capacity to the company. 
His successor will be Louis T. Carpenter, a prominent 
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Germania Life’s Health Service 

President Hubert Cillis, of the Germania Life 
of New York, has announced that the company’s 
free health service, which was heretofore 
granted to policyholders of three years’ stand- 
ing, will, on and after January 1, be extended to 
all new aplicants. 

By extending its health service to every new 
policyholder, the company expects to assist in 
the generally approved endeavor and _ wide- 
spread propaganda for disseminating the knowl- 
of a mode of life which tends to maintain 
a healthful and which 
retards the disease in 








edge 
the body in 
prevents or 


condition 
ravages of 
prolonging human life. 


“Some Plain Hints to Life Insurance 
Solicitors” 


Enclosed please find $1.00 for four copies of Plain 
Hints, which is the biggest little book I have ever 
seen, and worth its weight in gold many times over.— 

«, Michael, District Manager, Mutual Life In- 
surance Company of Arkansas, Mena, Ark. 


and ‘““The Psychology of a 
Sale” 


I have just returned to the office ? 
absence, during which time I read a number of in- 
surance periodic als, and-can honestly state that the 
re-reading of “Efficiency” and “The Psychology of a 


“Efficiency” 


after three weeks’ 
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Sale” were the most interesting and instructive.—A. 
N. Des Champs, manager, 4:tna Life of Hartford, 
Springfield, Mass. 


Company Tidings 

Papers have been passed giving the John Han- 
cock Mutual Life title to a large tract of land in the 
Fenway District of Boston, intended by the company 
for the ultimate extension of its home office facilities. 
This section is about two miles uptown from its pres- 
ent location, 

-The United States Life of New York has issued 
the Christmas number of its policyholders’ bulletin, 
called Ingleside. It is replete with handsome repro- 
ductions of masterpieces in art and many comments 
and the Little is said of 
life insurance, but the reader is reminded that ‘‘it is 
not the five or ten thousand-dollar policy he is going to 
take, but the one or two thousand dollar policy that 
you have that counts if and when you die.” 


short stories about home 


At a meeting of the directors of the Connecticut 
General Life of Hartford on December 7 it was voted 
to pay to the clerks of the home office, as an emer- 
gency remuneration, eight per cent of their salaries 
for the year, in no case to exced $150. This action 
was taken in recognition of the unusually high cust 
now prevailing for most of the necessities of life and, 
as implied in the name ‘‘emergency remuneration,” is 
intended to help in meeting the situation at the 
moment. 


Life Notes 


—John B. Sanborn of St. Paul has been appointed 
Insurance Commissioner of Minnesota, succeeding S. 
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D. Works, who is now interested in the organization of 
a number of insurax:e companies to be domiciled at 
St. Paul. 

After January 1 ‘'e business of the Ocean Acci- 
dent in southe*" Wisconsin will be handled by the 
Chicago branch office. 

-H. J. Rollings, formerly with the Mutual Life of 
New York, has been appointed general agent for the 
National Life of Vermont at Fargo, N. D. 

—John 3. De Hart, for thirty-three years superin- 
tendent of the Prudential Insurance Company at New 
Brunswick, N. J., died on Thursday, December 7, 

—The Aluminum Goods Manufacturing Company 
of Manitowoc, Wis., has taken out group insurance on 
about 1800 employees in its plants at Manitowoc, Wis.; 
Two Rivers, Wis., and Newark, N. J. The policies 
range from $500 to $1000 each. 


“With the Life Insurance Men of Canada” is 
the title of a pamphlet published by The Life Under- 
writers’ recounting the proceedings of the 
tenth annual convention of the Life Underwriters 
Association of Canada, held at Hamilton, Ont. 


News in 


—J. Frank Hanly, formerly Governor of Indiana 
and recently candidate for President on the Prohibition 
ticket, is to be president of the American Mutual Life 
of Cleveland, which is being organized by George W. 
Van Fleet. The company is to have a total abstainers’ 
department, 

-——“The Agent’s Bank Book” is the title given a 
memorandum book for the use of life and accident 
solicitors prepared by John J. Kennedy, of the Pru- 
dential Casualty Company, which embraces pages for 
the entering of useful data as to prospects, interspersed 


Thu rsday 


with pages containing excellent suggestions for the 
obtaining of business, 

—The Lima (O.) Life Underwriters 
has elected the following officers for 1917: 
Oscar W. Young; vice-president, F. A. Trau; secre. 
tary and treasurer, W. H. King. . The Association will, 
be addressed at its winter meetings by prominent jp. 
surance men. 


Association 
President, 


—The Farmers National Life of Chicago recently 
appointed the following district managers: J. P. Grif. 
fith of Charleston, Ill., who will have charge of the 
Eastern Illinois territory, and George H. Hauser of 
Evansville, Ind., who will have charge of the Southern 
Indiana district. 

rR: secretary of the 
Michigan Mutual Life of Detroit, died suddenly re. 
cently while on a business trip for his company. He 
was sixty-eight years of age and had served the com. 
pany faithfully and with exceptional ability for over 
twenty-two years, 


McDonough, assistant 


—The Kansas City Life Underwriters Association 
elected the following officers December 4: President, 
AP. Osborn, manager Royal Union Mutual; first 
vice-president, A. D. Bonnifield, general agent Union 
Central; second vice-president, Homer McElhany, gen- 
eral agent German Mutual; secretary, M. T. Betton, 
agent American Central. 

—Jacob A. Jackson, who has for some years past 
been manager of the literary department of the Mu- 
tual Life of New York, has written a new book en- 
titled “Easy Lessons in Life Insurance,” which will 
shortly be published. Mr. Jackson has written other 
readable books on life insurance and the new book 
will doubtless be found of interest and value. 
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AGENTS’ AND INSPECTORS’ 


POCKET BOOK OF FIRE 
PROTECTION 


ASSOCIATE MEMBER NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION. 


By GEORGE VELTEN STEEB 


MEMBER PHILADELPHIA ALUMNI, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY. 


Author of ‘‘Fire Insurance Agents’ and Surveyors’ Pocket book 
of Information’”’ and ‘‘Special Agents’ and Adjusters’ 
Handbook.”’ 


An up-to-date and comprehensive work which should be in the 
possession of every Special Agent, Inspector and Local Agent. 
An idea of the broad scope of this work may be obtained by a glance 
at the chapter titles given below, although this list gives no intima- 
tion of the numerous details presented in the book. 

I. Construction. 

Special Construction and Notes. 

Fire Doors and Shutters. 

Heating. 

Lighting. 

Electric Light and Power Installation. 

Sprinkler Equipment. 

Fire Pumps. 

Fire Pumps and Notes. 

Reservoirs and Other Sources of Water Supply 
for Fire Pumps. 

Other Fire Appliances. 

Oils, Varnishes, Benzine, etc. 

Oily Waste and Other Spontaneously Combusti- 
ble Material. 

Waste and Rubbish. 

Special Information. 

Watchman and Watchman’s Time Recording 

Apparatus. 

Miscellaneous Information and Tables. 
Hazards. 
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XIV. 
XV. 
XVI. 


XVII. 
XVIII. 


There isa copious Index which will enable the reader to locate 
quickly any particular item of information. 
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Prices of the AGENTS’ AND INSPECTORS’ POCKET-BOOK OF FIRE 
PROTECTION (Bound in Red Russia Leather): 
$48.00 


Per copy, = = $2.50 25 Copies, = = 
12 Copies, = = $24.00 £0 Copies, = = $90.00 
100 Copies, = = $150.00 


THE SPECTATOR COMPANY 


CHICAGO OFFICE: 135 WILLIAM STREET 
INSURANCE EXCHANGE NEW YORK 
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